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Portfolios and Three-Way Conferences
On March 5th and 6th, all students and parents will be participating in
the next step in this year’s continuum of Communicating Student
Learning - portfolios and three-way conferences. In most classes,
the students will lead parents and guardians through their portfolio,
which is a collection of evidence of their learning. Younger students will
rely on parents to guide the conference and older students will lead the
conversation. Either before or after this, parents, student and teacher
will have a three-way conversation about the student’s academic
progress, strengths and next steps. Student’s goals and core
competencies will be discussed as well.
Portfolio Conferences will take place between the student and parent
and take about 15 minutes. Portfolios are used by students and
teachers to demonstrate growth and progress over time. Students will
be prepared to talk about:
•

What am I learning? How can I show you what I have learned?

•

How is it going? What are my next steps?

During the portfolio conference, parents will listen to the student
describe their learning. They are encouraged to ask their student
questions (sometimes guiding the youngest learners through the
portfolio conference) and provide some positive, non-judgemental
feedback. The following prompts might be used:
•

I noticed that… I am wondering…

•

Two stars and a wish (give two compliments and a wish to see next time)

The Student-Parent-Teacher Conference will take about 15 minutes.
During this conference, areas of strengths, progress and next steps will
be discussed. Parents and student will look at and discuss work
samples, goals or areas needing improvement for the last term and
ways to support the student’s learning.
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Dates to Remember
—
Thursday, March 5
Friday, March 6
Portfolio and ParentTeacher-Student
Conferences
Friday, March 6
No classes
Conferences all day
Tuesday, March 10
School Council
Meeting
7pm - staff room
Friday, March 13
Assembly - Medieval
Combatants
Demonstration
March 16- March 27
Spring Break
Good luck to all the
AWG athletes!
Monday, March 30
Classes Resume
http://
www.whitehorseelem
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Congratulations to all Regional Science Fair participants from ÉWES!
Grade 6:
•
•
•
•

Ryan Gau, Gavin Morgan-Evans: Strength of Plastic
Daniel Mead - Elastic Power
Oscar Wolosewich: Follow the Flower! Honourable Mention
River Pearson: Milk into Plastics -1st Prize grade 6 SCWIST Award (Society for Canadian
Women in Science and Technology) for a young woman whose project shows the greatest
curiosity, ingenuity and innovation in design.

Grade 7:
• Sydney Sinclair: Powerful Plants
• Annika Sebak: Luminous Legumes - The BC Agriculture in the Classroom Award - an
outstanding project in grades 5-12 that shows the practical application of scientific
principles to agriculture
• Avery Kinsella: Growing with Gas - 1st Prize grade 7 SCWIST Award (Society for Canadian
Women in Science and Technology) for a young woman whose project shows the greatest
curiosity, ingenuity and innovation in design. Avery will be one of the students representing
the Yukon at the Canada Wide Science Faire in Edmonton in May!

Däch’äw, the Arctic Winter Games Mascot visited
ÉWES! The game’s mascot was initially illustrated by our
own grade 7 student, Owen McDonald. His winning
submission was selected from nearly 40 entries! Bravo
Owen and best of luck to all our athletes in the coming
games. You make us all proud!

Parents, we need your help! The office and teachers get many calls and emails
each day asking for children to be ready, dressed and in the office at a specific time for
appointments. We are finding this request harder and harder to manage; we have 24
classrooms, 5 specialists’ classes and only one front desk secretary. Teachers are also
finding they just can’t remember all the requests.
We ask that parents let teachers know of any appointments but come early enough to
help get your child ready for the appointment. Come into the office, we will direct you
to the classroom. We appreciate your understanding.
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Rendez-vous Activities at ÉWES … big thank you to M. Dan for organizing all the
̀ w níthän to Mme Smith, who helped organize the
activities for our students; Shä
story telling tent, to the Ta’an Kwäch’än Council and Andre Eckert who helped set up
the tent, and the invited elders, Hazel Bunbury and Helen Gardner for their stories
and bannock. Merci to our monitrices de langue Mme Malorie et M. Annie for yummy
‘tire’ and the grade 7 students for leading
the activities…. Great fun was had by all!
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School Life: Highlighting our Ks..

100!
They age so quickly!
Kindergarten students
celebrate the 100th day of
school!

Building ice
castles with
our reading
buddies.
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Notes from the Office:
We would like to officially welcome our new front-desk secretary, Mme
Anne Harrison. She is a quick study and learning the ropes. Please make
sure to drop by and welcome her to our family.

The Grade 6 Late French Immersion Information Night will be held here at ÉWES on
April, 29 at 6:30 pm. This is the last entry point into French Immersion. If you know
of students who are highly motivated and are interested in learning a new language,
please share this information.
Kindergarten registration: If you have received the confirmation email, please come in
to register your child for kindergarten. Please bring a passport or birth certificate
when you come.
A huge MERCI to our dedicated volunteers, who have transformed our pizza day
experience. It is now a well-oiled machine! Thank you so very much.
Lost’n’found: It is full once again - please drop by during Portfolios and check out the
items.

School CouncilNews
Laura Lang, Kelly Milner, Stephanie Mostyn, Carly Carruthers,
Thane Philips,

School Council meets the second Tuesday of the month, September
through June at 7pm in the ÉWES staff room. All are welcome!
Please contact School Council at ewesschoolcouncil@gmail.com.
Thank you to our school council for their on-going dedication to our school, its
students and programs. Recently the council donated their individual honoraria back
to the school.
̀ w níthän!
On behalf of the staff and students, Thank you, Merci, Shä
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Washing Hands Song (Tune: Row Your Boat)
Wash, wash, wash your hands,
Soap will make them clean.
Scrub the germs til they fall off,
Germs go down the drain….. (sing twice)

Education (E-1)
PO Box 2703, Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 2C6
March 2, 2020
Dear Parents and Guardians,
RE: Preventing the spread of illness within schools

It is currently influenza season, and there are concerns about the spread of coronavirus (COVID-19).
The health and safety of all students is our first priority, and we are providing information to help you
keep you and your child safe.
Currently, the risk of COVID-19 within Canada and Yukon is low. Although there are no cases of
COVID-19 in Yukon, there are cases of influenza and other respiratory viruses.
Symptoms of COVID-19 include:
•
•
•

Fever
Cough
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing

The following everyday practices for you and your child can help prevent the spread of respiratory
viruses, including COVID-19:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds;
use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are
not available;
avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands;
avoid close contact with people who are sick;
clean and disinfect objects and surfaces that are touched a lot;
when you cough or sneeze:
o cover your mouth and nose with a tissue, then throw the tissue immediately into the
trash; or
o cover your mouth and nose with your inner elbow; and
stay home when you are sick.

In Yukon, health care providers are keeping up to date on COVID-19. They know how to recognize the
virus in a person who may be infected and how to best care for them. The Yukon Chief Medical Officer
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