
Cell Phones 
“There's no bigger classroom distraction than a student using a phone. Teachers 
struggle with cell phones in school on a daily basis. On one hand, teachers want 
students to learn how to manage their phones on their own. On the other hand, 
the distraction phones create can be detrimental to both students and teachers. 
Power struggles ensue, wasting valuable class time. Because of this, teachers 
need practical and enforceable strategies for dealing with phones in their 
classrooms. 

Most teachers will tell you that cell phones adversely affect learning in the 
classroom, and research backs that up. Common Sense Media, a nonprofit 
organization that promotes safe technology and media for children, reported that 
"50 percent of teens 'feel addicted' to mobile devices." The report also stated that 
78 percent of teens check their devices at least hourly, and 72 percent of teens 
feel the need to immediately respond to texts, messages on social networks, and 
other notifications. The paper also found that multitasking—for example, 
toggling between multiple screens or between screens and people—impairs a 
child's ability to learn and work effectively.” (Barile 2021)

We are seeing more and more students struggling with the very serious 
distraction of cell phones. We have had a “If I see it, it’s mine” rule for sometime 
but students are hiding them in desks, lockers, checking on them during 
washroom breaks and flipping between academic sites and chats.  
Administration and the School Council are working collaboratively to write a 
new cell phone policy. We will share the details after the break but we will be 
looking at storing cell phones within the classrooms for the duration of the day. 

As a parent, you can help. 

• Contact the school if you need to share information with your child during 
the day; the front staff can connect you through to the class or can take/
deliver a message. Students can call you from the classroom phone if 
necessary

• Arrange plans for after school before your child leaves in the morning and 
do not contact your child via their device during the day. 

• Let your child know that you will not be contacting them during the school 
day. 

Thank you for your understanding. 
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Spring Break: 
Monday, March 15 - 
March 26.                     
Enjoy the sun!!! 

Classes Resume:   
Monday, March 29th at 8:25 

Easter Weekend:               
Friday, April 2 and Monday, 
April 5           No School. 

Read-a-Thon 
Fundraising:        April 
5-11th  

School Council 
Meeting            Monday, 
April 26  @ 6:30 EWES Staff 
Room 

Class Composition 
Requests Deadline       
Friday, April 23 

Late French 
Immersion Parent 
Information Night by 
Zoom Wednesday, April 28, 
6:30 pm  

Calendar: https://
www.whitehorseelementary.
com/ 
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https://www.commonsensemedia.org/about-us/news/press-releases/new-report-finds-teens-feel-addicted-to-their-phones-causing-tension-at
https://www.whitehorseelementary.com/
https://www.whitehorseelementary.com/
https://www.whitehorseelementary.com/
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OPI: Oral Proficiency Interview 
Our grade 3 and 6 students will be sitting down for interview again this year. Every year, our 
grades three and six are assessed for their oral proficiency in French. These interviews assess 
students’ proficiency in their second language and help the school and staff to determine what is 
working and where we need to adjust our programming to ensure our students are receiving the 
best second language education. These interviews will be conducted with our students in May.  

Class Composition Requests:  
Classroom teachers, counsellors, administration and specialist staff meet to create class 
compositions for the next year. We consider needs, academic strengths, students who support 
each other and students who are often in conflict. If you have suggestions for the class 
composition for next year, they will be received until Friday, April 23. This is an opportunity for 
your to share a request. We ask that you focus on peer supports and not teacher requests. Thank 
you for your understanding. 

Safety On-Line:  
The White Hatter 

Whitehorse RCMP is proud to partner with The White Hatter to provide Yukon parents the 
opportunity to participate in two webinars. The White Hatter is a company based out of Victoria, 
BC who specializes in Internet Safety presentations. In recent years, the RCMP have seen a 
drastic increase in child pornography, extortion and child luring type offences. Whitehorse RCMP 
believes that it is beneficial to provide parents with extra information on how to keep children safe 
online. These webinars are free for participants and offered to all parents and caregivers, in the 
Yukon. 

March 23rd, 2021, from 7PM to 9 PM: Internet Safety and Digital Literacy for Parents and 
Caregivers. 

LINK: https://app.sli.do/event/15b0r8iy 
PASSWORD: Yukonparents2021 

March 25th, 2021, from 7PM to 9PM: Online Sexual Predation and Exploitation: What is the 
threat and what can caregivers do to help minimize the risks. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http:%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F64YPHA37xrpKKs3vFg1IKg~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRiI5WmP0QhaHR0cHM6Ly9hcHAuc2xpLmRvL2V2ZW50LzE1YjByOGl5VwdzY2hvb2xtQgpgQSZiQmAPp0E6UhFjYXJycUBob3RtYWlsLmNvbVgEAAAAAg~~&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cdb43d6d8d5b64b4946b508d8dff7460b%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637505600408043147%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=AXQ1Bnf%2FRpNsiZQSapIPnZi61SwuYrlN9tkdCa70hyQ%3D&reserved=0
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Read-a-thon  
Our annual fundraiser is happening again! Students will be encouraged to read, read, read and 
get sponsors from friends and family as they read! With COVID considerations, we ask that 
students refrain from going door to door to solicit sponsors. Thanks to local corporate donations, 
there will be prizes for students who read the most and for our best fundraisers. Every $20 
raised and/or 20 minutes of reading earns students a ticket for our draw.  The students pick the 
item they wish to win and more tickets submitted the better the chance of winning a prize. We 
use these funds to support field trips (buses are very expensive and class fees to do not cover the 
costs), extra equipment for recess and so much more. Please help support our Read-a-thon. We 
appreciate it. 

Grade 6 Late French Immersion  
For students who are interested in learning French as a second language but missed the 
kindergarten and grade 1 intake points, Grade 6 Late French Immersion is another option. In this 
program, the Grade 6 students begin a two year intensive program that covers the curriculum 
while permitting students to gain a proficiency in their second language. These students go on to 
join the early French Immersion students in Grade 8 at FH Collins. If you know of a grade 5 
student interested in learning more about the program, please share. An information night will be 
held via zoom on Wednesday, April 28 at 6:30pm. 
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Castles in the Snow: A 
Kindergarten Art Installation


