
COVID CONTEXT in NOVEMBER 
Masks 
The most effective way to keep others healthy continues to be maintaining a 
safe physical distance, frequent hand washing and staying home when sick. 
When we are unable to maintain the required physical distance, masks are 
recommended. Our Operating Plan requires our grades 5-7s and adults to 
wear a mask in the halls to keep everyone safe.  

We have provided one reusable mask per student in these grades. When 
children arrive without a mask, we provide a single use mask. These masks 
take upwards of 450 years to decompose and we give out close to 50 masks 
daily. We are asking for your help. Please make sure your child has a mask 
before leaving in the morning. Just like homework, lunch and appropriate 
outdoor clothing, this is now a necessary item to continue learning safely in 
our schools. If you cannot provide a mask, please send Mme Sharon a quick 
email and she will make sure your child gets another mask.  

For more information see: https://yukon.ca/en/guidance-non-medical-
mask-use-schools  

Spark Bikes: 
We would like to thank Jonah Clark from Icycle Sports; he 
donated his time and expertise to build Spark Bikes for our 
classrooms. Given the Covid context, students are spending more 
time in the classroom and these bikes are crucial to keeping 
students calm, expending energy and regaining focus. Thank you 
Jonah. We are purchasing three more bikes with our From the 
Ground Up Fundraising funds.  
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Remembrance Day 
November 11th    No 
School  

School Council 
AGM          
November 16th at 
6:30 at ÉWES 

Professional 
Development Day 
November 20            
No School 

Written Progress 
Reports Sent 
Home         
December 11 

PJ Day          
December 18th 

Due to COVID there 
will NOT be a Holiday 
Concert this year. 

School Calendar 
Is now on line - 
see:https://
www.whitehorseelem
entary.com/  

Pizza Days  
As we work out our 
new protocols, Pizza 
Days are temporarily 
on hold.
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Sick? What do I do?  
This year, it is very important to keep your children home if they have 
any symptoms of a common cold, influenza, COVID-19 or other 
infectious respiratory disease. Please follow the recommended guidelines using 
the traffic lights:  

Red Symptoms: Cough, Fever/chills, Shortness of breath or loss of taste/smell 
Yellow Symptoms: Headache, Runny nose, congestion, sore throat, fatigue, generalize muscle aches, 
nausea/vomiting, diarrhea 
  
RED: One of more RED symptoms - testing is STRONGLY recommended - Must not attend school 
until tested. 
Yellow: Two or more yellow symptoms for more than 24 hours - testing is recommended: Student 
must NOT attend school until after their results. 
Yellow: One symptom - return to school when symptom goes away  (runny nose/congestion if not 
worse after 24 hours, may return).  
Green: no symptoms - come to school.  

https://yukon.ca/en/health-and-wellness/covid-19-information/industry-operating-guidelines-
covid-19/can-your-child-go 

 

School Council Elections and AGM  
The ÉWES School Council wishes to advise you that their AGM will take place 
on Monday, November 16th at 6:30 pm. All are welcome. Attendees are 
requested to wear a mask.  

Please join me in welcoming our new council: Laura Lang, Thane Phillips, Carly Carruthers, Vanessa  
Thorson and Sarah Gallina.  

Their first act was to provide lunch to all the personnel; Alligator Gourmet Grilled Cheese Food 
Truck provided a wonderful spread of lasagna, salad and a cookie. This generosity was so greatly 
appreciated. Thank you; c’était délicieux!  
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Remembrance Day at ÉWES 
We will honour the actions and sacrifices of Canadian Veterans differently this year. Because of 
COVID considerations, we cannot gather together in the gym. We will all listen to presentations over 
the PA system with supporting visuals in the classrooms. Due to COVID, we ask that parents not 
attend our ceremonies this year. Thank you for your understanding.  

Earthquake Practice  
ÉWES held their annual earthquake practice on October 15th along with most schools in BC and 
Yukon with the Great ShakeOut. The Yukon is in active earthquake zone. Check out the site and 
prepare at home as well. https://www.shakeoutbc.ca/
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Physical Education Update: With the cold weather and deep 
snow, our gym classes have returned inside. We have 
procedures in place to keep our students safe. Getting to and 
from the gym: Students move through the halls in a way to 
ensure their class never meets another class. Staying safe: 
Student hand sanitize when they enter the gym as they do 
when they enter all of the classrooms. Gym equipment is 
sprayed between classes. Volleyball for our grade 7 has 
started after school as well. 

ÉWES NEWLETTER SEPTEMBER 7, 2020

Goal Setting Conferences 
Thank you families for coming out in such big numbers to our goal setting conferences on 
October 22d and 23d. We met with almost all of our families either in person or via zoom. 
Teachers are still connecting with the last few families to ensure everyone has the opportunity 
to participate. This conference is the second of the six times we communicate student progress. 
All families received a ‘Snap Shot of Progress’ in September and attended the Goal Setting 
Conferences in October. On December 11th, you will receive the Written Progress Report, which 
will include a report on all subjects using performance indicators (Emerging, Developing, 
Proficient or Extending), a Behaviours of Success Checklist (teacher voice reporting on Social 
Responsibility and Work Habits), and the first Self-Assessment of Core Competencies. In the 
spring, we have Three-way Conferences, Portfolios and Final Summative Reports. In between 
these reporting points, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher to check in, review your 
child’s progress or discuss any questions you may have.   

https://www.shakeoutbc.ca/
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Cold Weather Policy   
Please dress your child appropriately for playing outside. Students 
will be outside until -30 (with wind chill) a number of times each 
day. The recesses are very necessary to get our students running 
and shaking the sillies out but students need to stay warm. Parents 
please make sure that students wear boots (feet get cold in 
sneakers!), mitts, hats, snow suits and face protection. The wind is 
bitter and always seems to blow on our playground. Be prepared! 
Check out the ÉWES Cold Weather Policy posted on the website: 
https://e61807a0-a7d6-45ae-a8bd-debc24549cf6.filesusr.com/

Outdoor Education Program    
Our outdoor education program has expanded this year to include all grade 6s and 7s. Once every 
two weeks the students participate in a two hour outdoor experience. So far this year students have 
had been Canoeing, Orienteering, Disc Golf and because of the snow… sledding. This period allows 
for students to have a longer physical education block away from the school. As our school grounds 
are small, the students bus to other locales to enjoy the outdoors.  

https://e61807a0-a7d6-45ae-a8bd-debc24549cf6.filesusr.com/ugd/1f0e58_1e34027a9cc442ae9e3a3a4a8aee1b88.pdf

